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City of Evansville Plan Commission

Regular Meeting

Monday, February 2, 2015, 6:00 p.m.

City Hall (Third Floor), 31 South Madison Street 

MINUTES
1. Call to Order at 6:03 pm.
2. Roll Call. Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, John Gishnock, Matt Eaton, Carol Endres, Barbara Jacobson at 6:05and Bill Hammann. Members Absent: Rick Cole. Others present: Planning Intern Brad Sippel and Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.
3. Approval of Agenda. Motion to approve the February 2, 2015 agenda as printed by Hammann/Endres. Approved unanimously.
4. Approval of Minutes: Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from the January 5, 2014 regular meeting and approve them as printed by Hammann/Endres. Approved unanimously.
5. Civility Reminder. Decker noted the City’s commitment to civil discourse.
6. Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed. None.

7. New Business
a. Smart Growth Plan update.
i. Chapter 6 discussion. Sippel facilitated a discussion regarding Chapter 6: Utilities and Community Facilities. He overviewed changes made to the vision, which was generally agreed upon. Decker noted that enhancement of infrastructure should be included in the vision and maintenance is the top priority. Commissioners discussed the upgrade to the wastewater treatment plant. Commissioners and staff discussed stormwater management and the stormwater utility. Gishnock commented that stormwater management could be addressed better in the development review process. Hammann mentioned updates should be made to the telecommunications inventory. There was a discussion regarding leaf pickup and potential impacts to the storm sewer system and water quality. Decker mentioned the requirements to be a renewable energy community. There was a desire to see alternative energy and stormwater management improvements objectified, and to tie alternative energy to eco-tourism. There was a discussion about the City’s role in planning and improving internet service. There was also a discussion regarding cellular coverage, broadband utilities, and how these types of facilities tie to economic development. Hammann commented that cellular coverage maps would be appropriate to include in this chapter. There was a discussion about regional healthcare facilities. There was also a discussion regarding the library expansion and the youth center. There was a discussion about the City and the School coordinating with land use planning, site selection, and population growth. There was agreement that there needs to be public participation in the middle school expansion process that is likely to be undertaken within the planning horizon. There was a discussion about public services and facilities, including police, fire, and ambulance, including the challenges and benefits of regional service. There was also a discussion regarding Creekside Place. There was a discussion regarding the importance of the 5 year capital improvements plan for public infrastructure. 
ii. Chapter 7 discussion. The Plan Commission discussed the vision for agricultural, natural and cultural resources. Many of the goals regarding the lake have been completed. There has been a good amount of discussion regarding a bicycle and walking path, and now that the lake improvements have been completed, other priorities can be made. There was also a desire to see dedicated language to a dog park. There was a discussion regarding a connection to the Ice Age Trail.
iii. Other updates. Sippel notified the Plan Commissioners of an upcoming meeting with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation regarding the transportation chapter update. Sippel updated on the visual preference survey.
b. Discussion and possible motion regarding national planning conference expenditure. Sergeant overviewed details regarding the national planning conference, requesting funding to attend. Commissioners discussed the benefits of the national planning conference and local planning conferences.
i. Motion. Hammann made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to recommend to the Finance Committee the approval of the proposed expenses for the national planning conference. Approved unanimously.
8. Monthly Reports
a. Report on other permitting activity by Zoning Administrator. Sergeant is processing a sign permit for 15 N Madison. There have been discussions with the owner of the property at the corner of HWY M and 14. There have also been discussions with Berg regarding Lot 30 and the PUD process.
b. Report of the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission. HPC is reviewing the historic resources portion of the Comprehensive Plan and are reviewing the sign permit for 15 N Madison.
c. Report on Common Council actions relating to Plan Commission recommendations. 
d. Report on Board of Appeals actions relating to zoning matters. Variance was granted to Berg for 170 S Union.
e. Report on Enforcement. Property owners of the demolished building at 111 Liberty are working with the building inspector and Historic Preservation to remedy the unpermitted demolition.
9. Next Meeting: Monday, March 2, 2015 at 6 p.m.
10. Motion to Adjourn. Hammann made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to adjourn at 7:38 p.m. Motion approved unanimously.
Mayor Sandra J. Decker, Plan Commission Chair

