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City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, October 17, 2016, 6:00 PM 

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order – Chairperson Lewis called the meeting to order at 6:00pm
2. Roll Call:

	Members
	Present
	Absent
	
	Others Present

	Gene Lewis
	P
	
	
	Community Development Dir., Jason Sergeant

	Erika Stuart
	P
	
	
	Chamber Board President, John Morning

	Derek Allen
	P
	
	
	

	Sarah Bauer
	P
	
	
	

	Abbey Barnes
	P
	
	
	

	Sue Berg
	P
	
	
	

	Brandon Rutz
	P
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


3. Motion to Approve Agenda – Berg/Bauer, passed unanimously.
4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 26, 2016 regular meeting and approve them as printed – Bass/Bauer with correction noted, passed unanimously.
5. Introduction and welcome pf new committee member–Economic Development Committee members introduced themselves and welcomed Abbey Barnes to the committee.  Sergeant informed the committee that Barnes is the owner of The Vintage Roost.
6. Citizen Appearances, other than listed agenda items – None.
7. Monthly Report
a. City Report on Economic Development Activities – Sergeant presented his staff report, including:
· DeLong Co is expanding and renovating.  Plan Commission approved a site plan with final plans coming to staff shortly.  

· ECP had another successful Plein Air competition

· First reading of Backyard chicken ordinance and property maintenance ordinance occurred at Council

· Future business owner had meeting with City, Chamber and Wisconsin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce for starting a funding process.

· A mock-up of the homepage of the new website has been reviewed by staff and returned for refinement with new mock-ups for other pages just submitted.  Contact the Community Development Director if you would like to review the mock-ups. 

· CRS re-certification is submitted, awaiting reply. 

· Downtown business, The Night Owl, suffered a fire and currently is seeking assistance for displaced employees.  If you need to hire any part-time or full-time employees, please consider some of these staff members. 

· 18W Main is RENTED, Cartridge City opens this month.

· 504 E Main Street is RENTED

· 14 W Main will have space available for rent later this year, starting at $500 a month

· Continue work with two businesses in very early stages, funding and space are challenges.

· Property Maintenance Ordinance is under council review.

· General updates to the zoning ordinance are beginning to be drafted

· A chicken keeping ordinance is drafted.

b. Chamber of Commerce Report – Morning updated on upcoming activities at the chamber and hopes to present the Chamber Proposal to the Finance Committee soon. 
a. Tourism Commission Report – Berg summarized recent tourism activities. An upcoming event August 28th regarding historic car travel and Lake Leota.
c. Entrepreneurship sub-committee update – Committee’s work on the report is concluded, so future updates won’t occur.  Staff will include the item on the agenda every so often so the priorities can be revisited.
8. New Business
a. Review Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan – Sergeant discussed the smart growth plan and would like to see some high level goals set by the committee for the coming year.  Committee discussed opportunities for a possible industrial park.  Morning hoped the chamber could market vacant property.  Morning indicated Belleville with Duluth Trading Co. and Footville with a trailer manufacturer as being successful industrial parks that could be in Evansville. Discussion also included the future of the Night Owl and acquiring statistics on the School District.
9. Old Business
a. Staff update regarding new city website development
(Smart Growth Economic Development Goal 1, Objective 1) – Sergeant has reviewed the home page mock-ups and passed out the current version to all.  Committee liked the direction the site was going.
b. Staff update regarding economic development marketing video
(Smart Growth Economic Development Goal 4, Objective 5) – Staff is working with producer to re-create the rough edit first shown last month.
10. Education and News. None.
11. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting November 16, 2016, 6:00 pm
12. Motion to Adjourn – at 7:21pm Berg/Rutz, passed unanimously.9
