Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, July 14, 2015, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Matt Brown, Rick Cole, Cheryl Fuchs, Ben Ladick, Gene Lewis, Josh Manring (arrived at 6:34 p.m.), and James Montgomery.  Others present:  City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg, City Clerk/Treasurer Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Community Development Director Jason Sergeant, Court Clerk Donna Hall, WPPI General Counsel Tom Hanrahan, and GovHR USA representatives Alice Bieszczat and Joellen Earl.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve the agenda. Motion approved 7-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to waive the reading of the minutes of the June 9, 2015 regular meeting and June 13, 2015 Committee of the Whole meeting to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 7-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances.  None
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported they met with the architect firm FEH; there is a special meeting on July 15th with Jodi Sweeney; they had 7,700 for circulation in June; this week is the last week of programs; there is a field trip scheduled for tomorrow; and they are participating in a system-wide battle of the books in Janesville.
B. Municipal Services Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve Resolution #2015-17, a Resolution Celebrating the 35 Year Anniversary of WPPI Energy Providing Municipal Joint Action for Public Power Utilities.  Motion approved 8-0.
(2). Tom Hanrahan, WPPI General Counsel, thanked the Common Council for passing Resolution #2015-17, celebrating their 35th Anniversary.  He presented Evansville with a framed picture that has a photo from each members community.
He stated WPPI was formed in 1980 and currently has 51 members.  Evansville joined in 2006.  He presented information on the power supply resources, the various support services, and advocacy.  He informed Council that they will be asking members to extend their contracts out to 2055 or 2057; current contracts expire in 2037.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve a Settlement Agreement and Wind Turbine Maintenance Agreement with H&H Solar Energy Services, Inc.

Brooks explained that this is to clear up some of the maintenance “disconnects”, slow and incomplete service.  Rigg clarified that the delays were not caused by the company actually doing the work but rather between the manufacturer and H&H.
Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.

C. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  
D. Plan Commission Report.  Decker reported they worked on the Smart Growth Plan.
E. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). GovHR USA representatives Alice Bieszczat and Joellen Earl presented information on the wage study.  They explained the scope of work and the process they followed; identified comparable communities; discussed the proposed pay plan and implementation of that plan; and presented the benefits survey.
Council discussed the advantages and potential disadvantages of the recommended open-range merit pay plan.

Brooks stated the Finance & Labor Relations Committee looked at the four positions that are below their band and asked staff to come up with a solid number to use for potential adjustments in 2015.  During the 2016 budget process they would like to see a general increase but also an additional adjustment to those positions so that when the 2017 budget is being prepared we could consider merit pay.  
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $800,391.73.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve contract with Associated Appraisal for property valuation services.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(4). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve agreement with U.S. Communities, an Intergovernmental Cooperative Purchasing Agreement.  Motion approved 8-0.
(5). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve agreement with Cintas.  Rigg explained that with our agreement with U.S. Communities we would receive a better rate with Cintas.

Discussion followed regarding the current contract we have and whether we needed to have a new contract.  Manring suggested we look into dropping the cleaning supplies and also purchasing the mats.
Cole withdrew his second and Brooks withdrew his motion.  No action taken.
(6). Rigg reported that the Local Government Property Insurance Fund is likely going away; their premiums have increased substantially; and staff is meeting with an alternate insurance company tomorrow.
F. Public Safety Committee Report.  Montgomery stated it is very hard to get EMS volunteers and there is a need to seek out volunteers for steady and reliable service.
(1). Fuchs made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to approve an amendment to the Class “B” Beer/ “Class B” Liquor License for Creekside Place, Inc. Kelly Czerwonka, Agent, 102 Maple Street, Evansville, Wisconsin, 53536, d/b/a Creekside Place, for their Cruise Night event, on Thursday, August 6, 2015.
Motion approved 8-0.

G. Economic Development Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to approve agreement with Discover Mediaworks in the amount of $20,000 for production of a Discover Wisconsin television program and related media package in collaboration with Janesville Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.

(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Lewis to approve agreement with Discover Mediaworks for production of an Economic Development marketing video.
Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.

H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported they approved an Eagle Scout project to install turtle basking boxes; the July 3rd pool party went well; they discussed issues with the pool being closed pre-maturely due to low attendance and discussed expanding pool hours next year; Westside Park shelter is on hold; they are looking into fence prices for the tennis and basketball courts; and a large group of citizens spoke in favor of a wheelchair accessible swing at Brzezinski Park.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Lewis reported Greg Helgesen attended their meeting to show drawings to replace the house at 268W Liberty Street that burned; application for 138 W Church Street for garage restoration; Mike Maves appeared proposing to build dugouts at the lower ball field at Lake Leota Park and this was tabled due to needing state review; they had an application for 341 W Main for siding; they spoke with the property owner at 227 W Church Street about the appropriateness of the materials he selected; and they are updating the Historic Preservation ordinance. 
K. Fire District Report.  Montgomery reported the 2 pumpers passed inspection.  They discussed an email from the City Administrator asking the Fire Chief to participate in the leadership and communication.  Montgomery pointed out that the email was his idea and he was not commanding the Fire Chief to attend meetings but to have him be part of the leadership.  He pointed out that the City of Evansville does provide the lion’s share of the funding for his organization and had less say but that we should have more say.  He also told them everyone needs to work together because federal, state, and county governments are all cutting back on funding.
L. Police Commission Report.  Rigg reported that the members of the commission are very interested in diversity training.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported they are scheduled to meet in August.
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.  None.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor
A. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve Resolution #2015-18, a Resolution in Support of Sustainable and Adequate Funding for Wisconsin’s Transportation System.  Motion approved 8-0.
B. Decker informed Council that during the last week of July she will be in Washington to attend the American Public Power Association’s Policy Makers Council meeting.  On Tuesday of that week meetings are scheduled with all 9 Wisconsin Legislator’s or their staff.
There was a 10 minute break taken at 9:00 p.m.

10. New Business

A. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to convene in closed session pursuant to Sec. 19.85 (1) (e), deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.
There was no action taken in closed session.  The Common Council did not reconvene in open session.  
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None
12. Meeting Reminders
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 11, 2015 6:30 p.m., City Hall.

13. Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:56 p.m.
Judy Walton, City Clerk/Treasurer
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