Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, April 14, 2015, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Rick Cole (arrived at 6:32 p.m.), Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Gene Lewis, Josh Manring (arrived at 6:35 p.m.), and James Montgomery.  Others present:  City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg, City Clerk/Treasurer Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Greg Johnson of Ehlers, Community Development Director Jason Sergeant, City Engineer Brian Berquist, Fran Zell of Move to Amend, Roger Berg, and other members of the public.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Lewis to remove Item 6A and approve the agenda.  Fuchs questioned the removal of the item and Decker explained that this was direct legislation and the resolution was adopted by the electors so it doesn’t come before the Common Council.  Motion approved 7-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to waive the reading of the minutes of the March 17, 2015 regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 7-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances
A. Motion to approve Resolution 2015-04, Move To Amend.  (removed from agenda)
B. Fran Zell, 115 Highland, was present with a follow-up to the Move To Amend referendum.  They were very excited that the question passed.  She told the Council that they would like to have a letter, provided by them, sent out on city letterhead to certain elected officials officially notifying them of the results of the April 7, 2015 vote in Evansville.

There was no direction from the Council that they wished to pursue sending this letter.
C. Public Hearing:  Assessment for 4th Street Improvements.

(1). City Engineer Brian Berquist explained that there will be a total rebuild of 4th Street from Lincoln to Main.  Initial assessments are high because they were based on spot repair but because the entire curb and gutter will be replaced the cost will actually be less.  The completion goal is within 109 days but no later than September 30th.  There will be two times that everyone will be without water for a 4-hour period and door hangers will be hung 24 hours in advance.  There will be no more than two times that driveway access will not be available, when the curb and gutter is poured and then when the sidewalk is poured.  Gaps in the sidewalk will be filled in.  City services will be available at all times.  He explained the assessment policy.
(2). Montgomery expressed concern that residents will not be happy if the trees that will be removed for the sidewalk installation are not replaced.
(3). Decker opened the public hearing at 6:56 p.m.  There was no public comment.  Decker closed the public hearing at 6:57 p.m.
(4). Brooks noted that recent projects allowed for a 10 year repayment at 2% interest.
(5). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to adopt Resolution 2015-11, A Preliminary Resolution Declaring Intent to Levy Special Assessments Under Municipal Police Power Pursuant to §66.0703, Stats with terms of 10 annual installments at 2% interest.  Motion approved 8-0.
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported there has been about 7.5% increase in circulation; she distributed a timeline for the library construction; and she asked the Council to submit any ideas they have for the library expansion by this summer.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported they now have high speed Charter internet; they are working on the 4th of July fundraiser; and they will be making changes to the centers registration form.
C. Plan Commission Report

(1). Fuchs made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve the GDP (General Development Plan) as part of the overlay zoning of Phase 1/Lot 1 of parcel 6-27-559.5030 from R-3 (Residential Three) to PUD (Planned Unit Development), finding that the public benefits of the proposed overlay zoning outweigh any and all potential adverse impacts of the proposed overlay zoning, as identified in Section 130-174(3)a-c of City ordinances with the conditions outlined in the staff report.
Community Development Director Jason Sergeant presented his staff report.  The developer would like to establish a PUD to construct 10 duplexes.  The property is part of Lot 30 Westfield Meadows.
Decker commented that at Plan Commission there were a number of questions to the Grove Partners.  The Plan Commission unanimously recommended approval of both the GDP and PIP.

Fuchs asked if all the units were rental or if people would be able to purchase a unit.  Berg responded that this would be all rental, set up like Prairie Crossing.  She asked how these could be high-end and affordable and if there would be any Section 8.  Berg said with the construction costs they wouldn’t have any Section 8 that he was aware of.  Additionally, he did not believe there was enough density to be Section 8.
Brooks asked if there was a reason Lot 30 wasn’t rezoned in its entirety.  Sergeant responded yes, because once you do the rezone you have to complete the entire project within a certain timeframe.  Brooks commented that he likes the idea of different elevations so everything doesn’t look the same.
Brooks asked where does all the water go and Berg answered that the drainage has to contain all of their water and it will be governed by the DNR.

Decker reminded the Council that they needed to review the findings on page 2 of the staff report and Sec 130-174(3) of the municipal code.  She went through each of the findings and said each needed to be taken into account for approval along with the 4 conditions as outlined in the staff report.
Montgomery asked what income bracket they were trying to attract.  Berg said he really doesn’t know.  They are seeing a lot of the customers now are recent college graduates and couples that are looking for something newer.  They are also seeing people with houses that now just want to rent.  They are projecting the rent to be between $900 – 1,100.
Motion approved 8-0.
(2). Manring made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve the PIP (Precise Implementation Plan) as part of the overlay zoning of Phase 1/Lot 1 of parcel 6-27-559.5030 from R-3 (Residential Three) to PUD (Planned Unit Development), finding that the public benefits of the proposed overlay zoning outweigh any and all potential adverse impacts of the proposed overlay zoning, as identified in Section 130-174(3)a-c of City ordinances with the conditions outlined in the staff report.
Decker noted that the same findings and conditions for the GDP are part of this PIP approval.

Motion approved 8-0.
D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,812,280.82.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Fuchs made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve employment contract with Scott McElroy.
Rigg explained that the changes were made to reflect the changes in the employee handbook and to mirror the police supervisor’s contract.  Jacobson asked if McElroy had a city cell phone and Rigg responded that he did not at this time.

Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve extending employee contracts one year through December 31, 2017 for Samantha Jozefowicz, Mark Sendelbach, Jason Sergeant, and Judy Walton.
Motion approved 8-0.

(4). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve an agreement with Elster for Advanced Metering Upgrade.
Brooks pointed out that 600 remote disconnect meters were ordered instead of doing the entire city due to the length of the return on the investment being 18 years.
Motion approved 7-1 on a roll call vote with Montgomery opposing.

(5). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve Resolution #2015-09 Amending Fee Schedule for Commercial Animal Permits, Exotic Pet Permits and Licensing for Dogs and Cats in respect to changes under Chapter 14 of the Evansville Municipal Code.
Brooks explained that the fee for commercial animal permits was set to cover the cost of the inspections; the cat license fee was set to mirror the dog license; and the exotic pet permit was set low enough to encourage people to get the permit for these pets.
Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to amend the motion as follows:

2. The fee for an exotic animal license shall be set at $8.00 per animal per each year. 

3. The fee for dog and cat licensing shall per be set at $8.00 for each neutered dog or cat, $8.00 for each spayed dog or cat, $15.00 for each unneutered dog or cat and $15.00 for each unsprayed unspayed dog or cat per year.

4. Late fee of $5.00 applies to all after March 31st.
Motion to amend approved 8-0.
Main motion, as amended, approved 8-0.

(6). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve Resolution # 2015-10, a Resolution Providing for the Sale of $970,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2015A.
Greg Johnson of Ehlers presented his pre-sale report.  He explained the financial impact of the borrowing, reviewed the projected levy and rate impact, and debt limit calculations.
Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(7). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the Evansville Police Department WILEAG Board, (4th edition standards) manual as the department’s specific policy manual under section 2-5 of the City of Evansville Personnel Policy and Employee Handbook.
Motion approved 8-0.
E. Public Safety Committee Report
(1). Jacobson explained that there were inconsistencies with what the applicant provided for convictions versus what was found on the background check.
Applicant, Mary Streblow, addressed the Council and took full responsibility for the omissions stating she was short on time when submitting the application but she stated she wasn’t trying to hide anything.
Brooks raised concerns about being in a hurry and selling alcohol as that can lead to selling to minors as recent compliance checks revealed.

Montgomery commended Streblow for coming to the meeting for reconsideration.

Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Cole, to approve the operator’s license for Mary Streblow.  Motion approved 5-3 with Brooks, Lewis, and Jacobson opposing.

(2). Jacobson reported that Officers Jones and Laufenberg attended compliance check training and there were several businesses that had violations when they did the checks; there were 1,057 calls for service in March; license plates transactions were 44; and  the 4th of July kitty parade will be at 9:45 with the regular parade at 10:00.
EMS had 36 calls for service in March and all EMT’s have completed their re-certification.

F. Municipal Services Report.  Brooks reported they had a public hearing with the PSC last week on the deferred payment agreements; and disconnects are down from last year.  We have hired a new lineman but will need to do an additional recruitment due to the upcoming resignation of Mike Doubleday.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are going to look at support for the Art Crawl as part of the tourism dollars and they will be looking at how the city can help entrepreneurs and small businesses.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported they discussed the pool opening, which will be June 6th; and they had a nice discussion about the cleanup of Wind Prairie Park.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Lewis reported they approved applications for 243 W Main to replace window sashes on the 1st level; demolition of 268 W Liberty due to a fire; and at 144 W Liberty for a fence.  There was discussion on how to remove the remains of 268 W Liberty and they were told a 2-story single family home would be built there.
K. Fire District Report.  Manring reported they discussed the size of the water mains on Franklin Street.  Fern McCoy has retired.  Montgomery said he was quite surprised to learn that the cost for turnout gear is $3,000 per firefighter.
L. Police Commission Report.  No report.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported they met on April 8th and continued discussion on the smart growth plan and sustainability.
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.  None.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor
(1). Decker presented her Mayoral Proclamation Recognizing the Week of the Young Child
(2). Decker presented her Mayoral Proclamation Recognizing Arbor Day 2015.
(3). Decker presented her Mayoral Proclamation In Celebration of 50 Years of Evansville High School Musical Theater Productions
(4). Fuchs made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve Youth Center conducting fundraising raffle (Ducky Derby) during Fourth of July Celebration.  Motion approved 8-0.
10. New Business.  None.
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None.
12. Meeting Reminders
A. The reorganizational meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 21, 2015 6:30 p.m., City Hall.

B. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, 2015 6:30 p.m., City Hall.

13. Adjournment.  Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Cole to adjourn at 8:46 p.m.  Motion approved 8-0.
Judy Walton, City Clerk/Treasurer
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