Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, March 17, 2015, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Rick Cole, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Gene Lewis, Josh Manring, and James Montgomery.  Others present:  City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg, City Clerk/Treasurer Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Kelly Gildner of The Review, Roger Berg, and David O’Leary.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 8-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to waive the reading of the minutes of the February 10, 2015 regular meeting and the February 28, 2015 Committee of the Whole meeting and to approve them as presented.  Decker noted changes needed in the minutes of February 10, 2015.  Item 6A3, last paragraph, should read: Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to table the motion proposed ordinance until changes can be incorporated.  And Item 6J, 11 W Liberty should be 111 W Liberty.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances
A. Rock County Circuit Court Judge, Branch 5 Candidate David O’Leary introduced himself.  He has been the Rock County District Attorney for 19 years, practiced law for 27 years, and is hoping to make changes primarily with the heroin issues.
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner presented her annual report which she worked on for approximately 1-1/2 months.  The Friends of the Library are working on their ice cream social fundraiser.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported they raised $445 so far during the Quacking fundraiser; they are averaging 25 kids per night; and they received a $1,092 anonymous grant through the United Way.
C. Plan Commission Report

(1). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Ladick to approve the preliminary certified survey map to divide parcel 6-27-676.1 into three lots, finding that the certified survey map is in the public interest and meets the objectives contained within Section 110-102(g) of City ordinances.
Decker walked through the staff report prepared by Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.  This was approved by the Board of Appeals, Municipal Services, and Plan Commission.   
Brooks noted that if this is not approved there is a hole left in this area and would be unusable.

Decker stated this meets the objectives contained within Section 110-102(g) of the municipal code.  It is consistent with the future land use map and comprehensive plan, and is consistent with our current zoning regulations and in compliance of our land division ordinance criteria.
Motion approved 8-0.
D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $2,688,271.56.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve resolution #2015-06 Establishing the Municipal Judge’s Salary for the Year 2015.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve resolution #2015-05 Providing Interfund Loan for Case521F End Loader Purchase.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(4). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to authorize City Administrator/Finance Director to sign agreements with Charter Communications for internet and phone service.
Rigg pointed out that the Youth Center will be reducing their monthly bills and increasing their speed.  The Police Department does not get a consistent speed with our current provider and the speed is essential in order to communicate with Rock County.

Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
E. Public Safety Committee Report.  Jacobson reported the Police Department was part of a lockdown exercise with the high school staff on February 26th; the new squad should be in service soon; they plan to hire 2 new part-time officers; there were 832 calls for service and 57 license plate transactions in February.
EMS had 41 calls for service in February; ambulance 811 has compressor issues; Stoughton Hospital representatives will attend their next meeting to explain the changes to their emergency department; and there are currently 13 EMT’s (11 active) and 4 drivers.
F. Municipal Services Report

(1). Brooks reported that he and Mayor Decker attended the APPA Legislative Rally last Monday through Wednesday and met with Senator’s Baldwin and Johnson, and with Senator Pocan’s office.  They talked about railroad issues, EPA clean air rules, and tax exempt financing.
(2). Municipal Services Committee opened the 4th Street bids and the wastewater treatment plant will need work in the near future in order to serve growth.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported the Economic Development chapter of the smart growth plan is buttoned up; they are fairly confident that the Ice Age Trail will come through Evansville; next year is the 150th anniversary of Evansville’s incorporation; and Evansville was listed as the best city for young families in Wisconsin on NerdWallet.com.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported they reviewed the smart growth plan with Community Development Director Jason Sergeant; there will be brush/tree clearing and burning at Wind Prairie Park; and the tennis courts at Leonard Leota Park will be getting a new surface.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Lewis reported they received an application for 15 N Madison for changing out their business sign; they worked with Community Development Director Jason Sergeant on the smart growth plan; and discussed how to keep values up in the district and how to let people know that it’s important for them and the city.
K. Fire District Report.  Manring reported they had a very short meeting.  Fern McCoy will be retiring after the next meeting.
L. Police Commission Report.  No report.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported they are scheduled to meet on April 8th at 7:00 a.m.
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.  None.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor
(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve Resolution #2015-07 In Recognition and Support of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail as a State of Wisconsin Eco-Tourism Treasure.  Motion approved 8-0.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve Resolution #2015-08 in Support of International Migratory Birds Day 2015.  Motion approved 8-0.
(3). Decker informed the Council that former Alderperson Tom Cothard is very ill.
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances
A. Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve Ordinance 2015-01, amending Chapter 14, Animals.  [Sponsors Fuchs and Montgomery].

The Council reviewed each of the sections and made the following proposed changes.
In the table of contents:

ARTICLE III. EXOTIC PETS ANIMALS
ARTICLE V. IV. CRUELTY TO ANIMALS AND RELATED OFFENSES
ARTICLE VI. V. COMMERCIAL ANIMAL ESTABLISHMENTS

ARTICLE V. VI. ENFORCEMENT

In the text:

Sec. 14-1(1) correct typo multicellualr multicellular.  Make font consistent throughout sentence.
Sec. 14-1(3)(b) Breeds, boards, or buys, sells, or donates animals;

(c) Sells or donates more than 10 animals per calendar year; renumber remaining subsections
Sec. 14-2 correct typo Hording Hoarding

Sec. 14-2(1)(e) correct typo in last sentence than then
Sec. 14-3(3) or fowl
Sec. 14-5 correct typo endanger endangered

Sec. 14-7 correct typo humanly humanely
Sec. 14-31(4) and every person owning such a Pet shall receive annually a free animal license from the city.
Sec. 14-42 add comma’s – keep, maintain,  Add sentence Short term educational exhibits are exempt from this provision.
Sec. 14-53 delete both references to “not under their ownership”

Sec. 14-60 last two sentences - if there is a change of ownership of a commercial animal establishment, the new owner shall have the current permit transferred to his name upon payment of a fee.  No permit is required of any animal shelter or government zoological park or person who sells or donates less than 10 animals per year.  obtain a permit.
Manring made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to amend the motion to accept all changes discussed.  Motion to amend approved 8-0.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to amend the motion to make all but Article 5 effective as of June 1, 2015.

Montgomery withdrew his second and Brooks withdrew his motion.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to amend the motion to have the entire ordinance effective June 1, 2015 allowing for understanding that the commercial animal establishments permit fee will be pro-rated in 2015.  Motion to amend approved 8-0.

Main motion, as amended, approved 7-1 with Manring opposing.

12. Meeting Reminders
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 14, 2015 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
B. The reorganizational meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 21, 2015 6:30 p.m., City Hall.

13. Adjournment.  Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Cole to adjourn at 8:49 p.m.  Motion approved 8-0.
Judy Walton, City Clerk/Treasurer
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