Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, February 10, 2015, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Rick Cole, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Gene Lewis, and James Montgomery.  Alderperson Ben Ladick and Josh Manring were absent.  Others present:  City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg, City Clerk/Treasurer Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Kelly Gildner of The Review, and members of the public. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 6-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to waive the reading of the minutes of the January 13, 2015 regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 6-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances
A. Public Hearing: Ordinance 2015-01, Amending Chapter 14, Animals.
(1). Rigg gave a brief history of the proposed ordinance.  It was basically re-written over several meetings of the Public Safety Committee, sent on to the Common Council and then back to Public Safety for further revisions.
(2). Decker opened the public hearing at 6:36 p.m.
Kim McLoud, 6909 N County Road M #23, stated she is trying to start a cat/animal shelter.  She was concerned that Sections 14-2 #4 and 14-50 contradict each other, and Section 14-33 requiring tags could present a danger for the animal.
Ayn Steinlein, 243 E Main Street, asked why she cannot feed a feral cat that passes through her yard.  Squirrels and rabbits eat from her bird feeders and she felt that was the same.  Fuchs noted that the ordinance addresses excessive practice.
Dianne Duggan, 342 S Madison Street, spoke in support of not requiring cats to wear a license due to safety issues.
Steve Darnell, 409 Evans Drive, stated he is supportive of the idea of licensing cats; he had questions on the harboring of animals; a question on Section 14-4, not permitting dogs on school grounds; and asked if there could be a buffer of 10-15 minutes to get a barking dog under control before violating Section 14-8.
Steve Hagen, 420 W Main Street, pointed to the applicability of state law, Section 14-32, and noted the owner’s liability for dog bites.

Decker closed the public hearing at 6:52 p.m.

(3). Brooks questioned if there was an alternative to putting a tag on a cat or dog; he asked if there was a mechanism in place for Section 14-40; and suggested changing less to fewer in Section 14-60.
Decker noted that we don’t have an application or fee for Section 14-60; she questioned who would be in charge of enforcing Section 14-61; and if there was going to be a grandfathering clause for Section 14-43.
Kopp suggested changing owner to person in Section 14-5; tighten up vicious in Section 14-33; and change willfully or negligently to a clearer meaning or simply use abuse.
Brooks suggested addressing nuisance and noise in Section 14-61.
Cole asked for clarification on Section 14-2 #7 and on bird and squirrel feeders; he would like to see the wording of Section 14-6(e) match Section 14-3(d); replace the language referring to temperature in Section 14-5 to an animal in distress; he asked why birds or fowl were identified separately from animals in Section 14-54; and he requested consistency in whether or not the word pet should be capitalized.
Lewis asked if there was going to be a warning period added to Section 14-8.

Cole also asked for clarification on school grounds and Jacobson responded that animals should not be on school grounds, period.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to table the proposed ordinance until changes can be incorporated.  Motion approved 6-0.
(4). Second reading and motion to approve Ordinance 2015-01, Amending Chapter 14, Animals.  [Sponsors Fuchs and Montgomery].
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported the annual report will be presented in March and they have prepared a timeline for the library expansion.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Decker reported that they had their first meeting with their new members and they are starting with the Quacking fundraiser.
C. Plan Commission Report.  Decker reported they worked on the utilities chapter of the smart growth plan.
D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $3,955,633.64.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve Resolution 2015-03, Approving Year-End Amendments to the 2014 Budget and New-Year Amendments to the 2015 Budget.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve new copier purchase and maintenance agreement with Wisconsin Copy & Business Equipment.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(4). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve travel, hotel and educational expenses for Jason Sergeant to attend the American Planning Association Conference in Seattle, WA in the approximate amount of $2,500 not including cost of meals.
Decker explained that this is in the Community Development Director’s budget but due to the amount policy requires Council approval.  This was recommended by the Plan Commission and Finance & Labor Relations Committee to help with revising the zoning code.

Motion approved 5-1 on a roll call vote with Montgomery opposing.
E. Public Safety Committee Report
(1). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to approve Advanced Life Support Intercept Agreement with Dane County.  Motion approved 6-0.
(2). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to approve 2015 Evansville Emergency Medical Service Township Contracts.  Motion approved 6-0.
F. Municipal Services Report.  Brooks reported the assessment hearing for the 4th Street Project should be in April and he extended appreciation to Mark Sendelbach and Todd Sperry for their work on the Reliable Public Power Provider application as they increased the score by over 10%.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are coming to the end of their review of their portion of the smart growth plan and they will be updating the Economic Development pages of the city website.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported they are reviewing their section of the smart growth plan and they had additional discussion with the one person attending the meeting who would like to see the park open to through traffic year round.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Lewis reported they learned the plans had changed for the dental office at 39 W Church Street and UB&T had demolition work done at 111 W Liberty without a permit, something that could have had problems at the state level if the property had had more value.
K. Fire District Report.  Montgomery reported they will be looking at purchasing more ice rescue gear; they are requesting that the circle area at the lake be cleared of snow so it is accessible if needed; and Fern McCoy is stepping down in May.
L. Police Commission Report.  No report.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported they met on February 4th and discussed the smart growth plan.
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.  None.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.  Decker reported the League Lobbying Corps is meeting on February 18th and Brooks and Manring will be representing Evansville; and the Ice Age Trail Alliance has issued an alert due to a recommended freeze on the stewardship funds as they are concerned this will devastate the ice age trail.
Rigg reported that Computer Know How may not be able to do the server installation on our schedule but will do the maintenance.  The city will stay with Litewire if the speeds are acceptable.
10. New Business.  None.
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None.
12. Meeting Reminders
A. The next regular meeting will be on Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
B. The Committee of the Whole Meeting will be on Saturday, February 28, 2015 8:00 a.m. at Creekside Place.

13. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to convene in closed session pursuant to Sec. 19.85 (1) (e), deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote at 8:07 p.m.
There was no action taken in closed session.
14. Adjournment.  With no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.
Judy Walton, City Clerk/Treasurer
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