Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, January 13, 2015, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Gene Lewis, Josh Manring (arrived at 6:51 p.m.), and James Montgomery.  Alderperson Rick Cole was absent.  Others present:  City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg, City Clerk/Treasurer Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, and Steven Darnell, 409 Evans Drive. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 6-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to waive the reading of the minutes of the December 9, 2014 regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 6-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances.  Steven Darnell, 409 Evans Drive, thanked the Public Safety Committee for cleaning up the animal ordinance.  He shared some additional concerns but many of those were already addressed in the revised ordinance however the most current language was not posted on the city’s website.
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported that the winter was fairly quiet; she and Laura Damon-Moore will be at the activity fair; Kloeckner will be working on the annual report; and library attendance increased from 4,400 in 2013 to 6,500 in 2014.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported that there was not a quorum for the last meeting.  The boy scouts had a lock in sleep over and that went very well.
C. Plan Commission Report.  Decker reported they approved a site plan for Maple Grove Dental and the improvements should happen in March; and they worked on the housing chapter of the smart growth plan.
D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,061,290.60.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve Continuing Disclosure Agreement with Ehlers.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve Resolution #2015-01, A Resolution Changing the Stormwater Fund from Enterprise Fund to Special Revenue Fund.
Rigg explained that capital expenses in an Enterprise Fund may be depreciated over 20 years but those in a Special Revenue Fund can be expended 100% in the year the expense occurs.  This may help with the amount of state aid the city receives.
Motion approved 6-0.
(4). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve permitting Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator Ray Nipple to carry over up to twenty-four (24) hours of vacation leave from 2014 to 2015.  Said hours shall be used no later than March 31, 2015, or shall be deemed forfeited.
Jacobson requested that in the future these requests come to the Council in December, not January.

Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(5). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve permitting City Clerk Treasurer Judy Walton to carry over, in addition to any vacation leave authorized in the employment contract, up to thirty-five-and-a-quarter (35.25) hours of vacation leave from 2014 to 2015.  Said hours shall be used no later than March 31, 2015, or shall be deemed forfeited.  This is a one-time privilege and shall not modify the employment contract and/or terms of an agreement to the Common Council.
Montgomery stated that he understands circumstances get in the way of people using their vacation sometimes but if this continues employee workload should be visited.

Motion approved 7-0.
(6). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to proceed with wage study proposal from GovHR USA and to authorize the City Administrator/Finance Director to sign contract and/or all necessary documents for proposed services.
Brooks explained that this proposal best matched the needs outlined in our RFP.  The fee is $2,000 under the budgeted amount.  Decker added that if community surveys are received timely by GovHR, the study should be completed and ready to go by early spring.
Motion approved 7-0.

(7). Rigg reported that the IT upgrade is more complex than originally expected but he still expects to have information to the Finance and Labor Relations Committee in February.
E. Public Safety Committee Report.  Jacobson reported that the EMT’s wished to send a big thank you to the city for the gift certificates (employee recognition program); the yearly contracts with the towns are in with the exception of Union; the second Lucas device has been ordered; Noah Schumacher has resigned, leaving only 3 on duty during the day; all EMT’s will be getting their re-certifications this spring; and there were 57 calls for service in December, 517 for the year of 2014.
The Police Department purchased a computer with the grant money they received; there were 957 calls for service in December; Officers had training on DAAT and Use of Force; and the Girl Scouts came to the Police Department for a presentation.
F. Municipal Services Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Ladick to approve the travel of Jim Brooks to the APPA Legislative Rally in Washington, D.C. in March 2015.  Brooks explained that the travel is over $1,000 and out of state and therefore requires prior approval.  WPPI pays for the airfare and the first night in the hotel.  The amount requested is for the second night in the hotel, conference registration, and up to 5 meals.
Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote with Brooks abstaining.

(2). Brooks reported that the 4th Street project is starting to roll.   The wind turbine had a pretty good year, a new maintenance contract is needed, and Town & Country Engineering is looking at the possibility of using blade extensions for it.  Council requested statistics on the performance of the wind turbine.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are just about done with their portion of the smart growth plan revisions; they are starting to take a look at updating the Economic Development pages on the website; and they have taken out a new ad in MadREP.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported they discussed concerns from a couple of residents with the disc golf participants and with others that were unhappy that the park was closed to vehicles.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report.
K. Fire District Report.  Montgomery reported that the generator on Truck #61 has been fixed and the bypass valve was installed on Truck #64.
Manring reported they created a line item in the budget for medical expenses.
L. Police Commission Report.  No report.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  No report.
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.  None.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor
A. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve Resolution 2015-2, Commending Kathy Buttchen.  Motion approved 7-0.
B. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve the Mayoral appointment of Nancy Kress, 239 West Liberty Street, to the Evansville Youth Center Board for a term ending in 2017.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
C. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve the Mayoral appointment of Jean Kopecky, 8017 North Ridge Court, to the Evansville Youth Center Board for a term ending in 2016.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
D. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve the Mayoral appointment of Stephanie Dudzic, 8101 North Robert Drive, to the Evansville Youth Center Board for a term ending in 2015.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
E. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve the Mayoral appointment of Dan Brice, 104 Grove Street, to the Park and Recreation Board, for an unexpired term ending in 2016.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
F. A Committee of the Whole meeting was scheduled for Saturday, February 28, 2015 from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon with a location to be determined.

The March Common Council meeting was re-scheduled for Tuesday, March 17, 2015, 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
10. New Business.  None.
11. Introduction of New Ordinances
A. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2015-01, Amending Chapter 14, Animals.  [Sponsors Fuchs and Montgomery].
12. Meeting Reminders
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 10, 2015 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
B. Committee of the Whole meeting is scheduled for Saturday, February 28, 2015 from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon with a location to be determined.
C. The March Common Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17, 2015 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
13. Adjournment.  Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Brooks to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  Motion approved 7-0.
Judy Walton, City Clerk/Treasurer
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